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Cold War Essay

The Cold War is a term used to describe the post-World War II struggle between the United States (USA) and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), along with their respective allies. Starting in 1945 right after the end of WWII and ending in 1990 the Cold War never directly involved a battle between the two super powers. However, many other factors played a role on the start of it along with the “weapons” used. 
After the end of WWII, the two strongest countries who were once allies began to start a power race. Each country wanted to remain the top world power. During post WWII times there had been a struggle on what the fate of Europe and South Korea’s economic and political systems will be. The USSR wanted to influence countries to become communistic while the USA on the other hand wanted the countries to become democratic. Another race that started was that both powers used their technology to develop as many weapons as possible. (Doc. 7)
During the cold war there were many “weapons” that one side would use to attack the other country. Initially these “weapons” were not of mass destruction but rather of intellectual, social, political, and egotistical matters.  One way, was that the two super powers were providing their satellite countries with money, soldiers, and supplies. For example, during the Korean War the USSR was providing aid to North Korea, a communist country, while the US provided assisted South Korea. Providing countries of the same ideological vision of government was used to provide war’s without the two super-powers having direct war with each other. War between the super powers would have eventually led to a total annihilation of each. This thought was most importantly the main reason war was not declared.
Another way this war was fought was through policies. After Stalin provided aid to communist guerillas in the Greek civil war of 1946-1947, Harry S. Truman proclaimed the Truman Doctrine: “It must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures” (Doc 2). This new doctrine was the start of a policy called containment. Containment was set forth to keep the Soviet power within its then-current boundaries. Providing this aid was a strong weapon in stopping USSR aggression.
At the height of the Cold War, the world had its biggest scare of total nuclear destruction. The Cuban missile crisis has been the tensest time the world has seen. With one push of the red button, total world devastation would have begun. In 1962 a US spy plane named the U-2 had flown over the Cuban islands taking spy pictures for governmental use. The pictures revealed that the USSR had been placing missiles into Cuba, a communist country. The USSR now had a place to shoot missiles from, giving the US only 15 minutes before impact. If the missiles were launched, the US would then launch their missiles from turkey into the Soviet Union. The Soviets would then return fire with more missiles resulting in the one thing that everyone feared most, total annihilation. The US had demanded that the missiles be removed from Cuba because it was “an open threat to the peace and security of all the Americas” (Doc. 8). In response to the US demands, with tensions at its highest peek, Khrushchev responded with a message stating “These weapons were only meant for defensive purposes.” Following comments stated “You said then that Cuba will not be attacked or invaded by any country of the Western Hemisphere… We have given the order to discontinue building the installations. We shall dismantle them and withdraw them to the Soviet Union” (Doc. 9). The most nerve-racking time in world history was now over. 

The Cold War proved itself to be a huge standoff between two super powers. With no nuclear missiles being fired, the Cold War can also be viewed as somewhat of a success. Imagine the world we know it today if there had been nuclear missiles fired off only 30-40 years ago. The end result of the Cold War was the breaking down of the Berlin wall, a symbol of the border between communism and democracy. Cuba has no missiles in its country and the world is a more peaceful place. Sometimes it takes the most heated times to melt the “Iron Curtains” of the world. (Doc. 1)
